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A study of advantages and
disadvantages of rural tourism
development in arid and semi-arid areas
using the SWOT Model (case study:
Kooh Sorkh ( Red Mountain) ,
Kashmar county)

Hossein Rahimi
Assistant Professor, Payame Noor University

Abstract:

Tourism is one of the most important industries
in the early twentieth century. It is a huge part of
the economy of many countries and the cultural and
social developments of human communities depend
on this industry. However, the arid and semi-arid
areas have a crucial role in tourist attraction
because of their natural and cultural perspectives.
This research tries to provide a strategy for the
stable development of tourism in rural areas of Red
Mountain city of Kashmar using field studies,
advantages, disadvantages, opportunities and
threats with the help of SWOT model. Due to the
different opinions of social groups about tourism,
three types of questionnaires (tourists, officials and
rural households) were used for this propose. With
the help of Cukran sampling, sample size of rural
families was estimated 250 ones, and 130 of
tourists were selected as random samples. With
regard to the lack of experts at the local level, all
efforts have been made to count all local authorities
and relevant experts. Accordingly, a questionnaire
was completed by 25 responsible individuals. The
experimental surveys show that the vulnerabilities
of these areas are high and they need to review and
provide appropriate policies in order to solve
problems and threats with the use of advantages and
opportunities.

Key Words: Tourism, Rural Tourism, stable
development, arid and semi-arid, SWOT model,
Kooh Sorkh ( Red Mountain)
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